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B. BANGKOK 11379 

1. CONTRARY TO OUR EXPECTATIONS, BASED UPON EARLY 
RESPONSES TO QUERIES TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY ABOUT 
THE CONTENT OF THE AMBASSADOR'S MEETING WITH THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER, THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE BANGKOK POST 
AND NATION NEWSPAPERS REPORTED THAT THE RTG HAS ASKED 
THE US TO STOP RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS OVER THE INDIAN 
OCEAN (SEE REF A). THE STORIES ARE NOT COMPLETELY CORRECT IN 
DETAIL. THAI LANGUAGE PRESS CARRIES NO REPORTS. THE CINESE 
LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS REPORT WITHOUT COMMENT ONLY THAT 
RTG HAS ASKED THAT INDIAN OCEAN RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS CEASE. 

2. SOURCE OF STORIES WAS EVIDENTLY THE FOREGN MINISTER, 

WHO TOLD AMBASSADOR KINTNER AT A SOCIAL FUNCTION LAST 
NIGHT THAT AFTER THE MEETING HE HAD BEEN CORNERED AT 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE BY REPORTERS. HE SAID THE HOPED THIS 
WOULD CAUSE NO PROBLEMS. 
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3. AS OF NOW STORIES SEEM TO CONFIRM OUR INTERPRETATION 
THAT THE BAN APPLIES ONLY TO RECONNAISSANCE AND NOT TO 
OTHER TYPES OF FLIGHTS, SUCH AS LOGISTICAL SUPPORT FOR 
DIEGO GARCIA. WE WILL REPORT ON THIS ASPECT SEPARATELY. 

4. THE PUBLICATION OF THESE STORIES PROBABLY MEANS THAT 
THE ABILITY OF THE RTG TO RECONSIDER ITS DECISION IN THE 
FUTURE WOULD BE MORE DIFFICULT. 

5. WE ARE RESPONDING TO PRESS INQUIRIES AS FOLLOWS: 

Q: WHAT WAS AMBASSADOR KINTNER'S RESPONSE IN HIS DISCUSSION 
YESTERDAY WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTER ABOUT US MARITIME SURVEILLANCE 
OF THE INDIAN OCEAN FROM UTAPAO? 

A: I CAN'T GO INTO DETAIL ON THE EXCHANGES IN THE CONVERSATION, 

BUT THERE IS A CONTINUING PROCESS OF CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION 
BY THE USG AND THE RTG ON ALL US MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN THAILAND. 

THE AMBASSADOR RESPONDED DURING HIS CONVERATION WITH THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER THAT THE US WOULD, OF COURSE, DO NOTHING IN 
THAILAND TO VIOLATE THE DESIRES OF THE ROYAL THAI GOVERNMENT. 

Q: HAVE US PLANES FLOWN RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS OVER THE 
INDIAN OCEAN FROM UTAPAO? 

A: WE DO NOT DISCUSS THE SPECIFICS OF RECONNAISSANCE. 

Q: IF SO, WERE THOSE FLIGHTS CONDUCTED WITH THE KNOWLEDGE AND 
AGREEMENT OF THE RTG? 

A: IT IS US POLICY TO CONSULT AND COORDINATE WITH THE RTG 
ON ALL US MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN THAILAND. 

Q: ARE US RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS OVER THE INDIAN OCEAN FROM 
UTAPAO GOING ON? 

A: THERE ARE NO US RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS OF THE INDIAN OCEAN 
FROM UTAPAO AT THIS TIME. 

Q: ARE P-3 AIRCRAFT BASED AT UTAPAO? IF SO, HOW MANY? 
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A: THERE ARE SOME P-3 AIRCRAFT ON TEMPORARY DUTY AT UTAPAO. 

Q: WERE THEY UNTIL YESTERDAY BEING USED FOR ACTIVITIES OVER 
THE INDIAN OCEAN? 

A: WE REPLIED TO A SMILIAR QUESTION LAST MARCH. THE MISSION 
OF THE P-3'S AT UTAPAO IS TO CONDUCT GENERAL SURVEILLANCE IN THIS 
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AREA AND SUPPORT TASK GROUP OPERATIONS AS REQUIRED. THIS 
SURVEILLANCE MIGHT HAVE ENCOMPASSED AREAS OF THE INDIAN OCEAN 
FROM TIME TO TIME. 

Q: IT HAS BEEN REPORTED THAT THERE IS A US TASK GROUP IN THE 
INDIAN OCEAN AT THIS TIME. ARE THE P-3'S AT UTAPAO BEING USED 
TO CONDUCT SURVEILLANCE OF THE INDIAN OCEAN IN SUPPORT OF THAT 
TASK GROUP? 

A: I REPLIED TO THAT EARLIER. THERE ARE NO US RECONNAISSANCE 
FLIGHTS OVER THE INDIAN OCEAN FROM UTAPAO AT THIS TIME. 

KINTNER 
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